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About accountability



Who am I?
• Name: Bram van Diggele
• Age: 35
• Education: Law (bachelor)
• School: University of Applied Sciences in Utrecht
• Experience: 12+ years as an employee at the
Dutch Water Authorities



Where do I work?



Where do I work? (2)



A few facts
• Size: 201.000 hectare / 2010 square kilometer
• Total length of dykes: 2000 kilometers 
• 4 provinces: Gelderland, Zuid-Holland, Noord-Brabant & Utrecht
• 27 municipalities
• You might know us because of…



What are we going to talk about?



Old and Active cases



Setting the stage…

• About a third of the area in 
Rivierenland is known as ‘The Betuwe’;

• It’s also called ‘the fruitgarden of the 
Netherlands’;

• 60% of all the Dutch grown fruit comes 
from the Betuwe;

• To grow all that fruit the growers 
require lots and lots of clean water;

• Our waterboard supplies the clean 
water they need.



Iron: natural source of 
‘pollution’ 



How does it happen?



Why does it matter?

• Iron (Fe3+) can be toxic for
organisms living in water;

• Oxygen levels of surface water drop;
• Iron clogs up machinery (like pumps);
• Surface water is no longer usable for 

fruit growers, farmers and/or other 
industry.



The equipment you’ll get

Can it be prevented?

The equipment you need. Vs.



Who is responsible?
• The contractor?
• The sub-contractor?
• The sub-sub-contractor?

• The licensee?

• What does the law say:
• “It is prohibited to introduce substances into a 
body of surface water unless:
• A. a permit to that effect has been granted by 
Our Minister or, with regard to regional waters, 
the board of the relevant water board;
• B. an exemption has been granted for this by or 
pursuant to an order in council;



To be convicted of a crime doesn’t require criminal intent

 “I did it because I had no other choice”
 “I did it because I liked it”
 “I did it because they made me do it”

 Are reasons I’ve never heard during the 
interviews of suspects

 What they almost always answer is…
“I did it because (a lack) of:

MONEY



One way…
• First we tried with Administrative Law.
• You don’t have to proof they did it. You have to 
make it plausible
• It’s not indented to punish but to ‘undo or 
prevent’

• We argued that the company who delivers and 
installs the filters and pumps are also responsible 
for the pollution.

• Judge said… No! Twice 



Or another…

Then we tried with Criminal Law
Because of accountability

We ‘argued’ (again) that these violations 
cannot happed without the ‘help’ of these 
companies. 

They are the professionals. 

The criminal court ruled…



Guilty. On all charges.

Not only did they let it happen, which makes it 
a misdemeanor;

By not doing enough to prevent it they made a 
choice. 

And by making that choice they committed a 
crime.



To be negligent is to be held accountable

• Want to know more?
• ECLI:NL:RBGEL:2022:1473
• Any questions?
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