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There is no future without lessons 
from the past ! 

Åthe beginning of soil remediation 

Åbad surprises: policy shift 1 

Åstagnation and (local) policy shift 2 

Åpractical problems: (national) policy shift 3 

Åthe BEVER-process: policy shift 4  

Ånew techniques offer new possibilities 

Åloss of ambition: policy shift 5 ? 

Ånew concepts for the future 
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The beginning in 1979: Lekkerkerk 

Å15 September 1979: drinking water main failure 

Åurban quarter build on chemical waste dump 

ÅJune ï December 1980: soil remediation 

Åcomplete removal alle contaminated waste ñsoilò 

Åremediation cost: ± ú 325 million (price level 2014) 

 



Immediate action: policy shift 1 ! 

Å[1970: first draft Soil Protection Act] 

Å[1976: Broekpolder scandal, Vlaardingen] 

Å1979: Lekkerkerk scandal 

Å1980: Landfill inventory  Ą  > 350 sites 

   and some gasworks, industrial sites éé 

Å1981: [secret?] list A-B-C-assessment values 

Å1983: Interim Soil Sanitation Act adopted 

   -  removal of all soil contamination < 5 years ! 

   -  State pays, but cost recovery on polluters 

   -  Provinces will do the remediation works 

 

Å1986: Soil Protection Act 

Å1993: Soil sanitation paragraph 



But the problem was underestimated 

Point source contamination: more than landfills 

Å[municipal] gasworks 

Åmany former/existing industrial sites 

ÅUnderground storage tanks 

Ålaundry shops é. 

 

Diffuse contamination: 

Åsoils in older (pré-war) urban areas 

Ålead-paint ind. (Rotterdam, Zaandam, Schoonhoven) 

Åharbour sludge sites + river sediments in flood plains 

Åglasshouse horticulture + old fruit orchards 
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Inventory lead paint sites (1985-1987) 

identified: 

Å  25 sites 

(1 site missing) 

 

all sites outside 

old city center 

Å  bad smell 

 

now urban: 

Å  1850-1920 

Å  in renovation 



40.000 contaminated point sources ?! 


